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- the indigestible fat of the original bean is reduced. With
regard to miscibility with water, however, there is margin
,for improvement.
NESTOR FLUID.
,(THE NESTOR SANITARY FLUID CO., 16, CREECHURCH-LANE, E.C.)
Tar acids, mainly cresol and not phenol, and tar oils com-
bined with.alkali are the basis of this preparation. With
water it yields a milky fluid, and in this finely
.divided condition the powerful antiseptic oils are most
’favourably presented. The preparation is strongly alkaline,
mixes in all proportions with water, and owing to
the particular method of combination it gives a
’mixture of uniform composition and antiseptic strength.
It is practically free from carbolic acid, and on this
;account is regarded as non-corrosive and non-poisonous.
This, however, as experience has shown, is not absolutely
.correct. It would be better to describe it as much less
poisonous than preparations of carbolic acid. "Nestor Fluid"
is a powerful antiseptic and disinfectant preparation, more
<than equalling carbolic acid in this respect, and in many
ways preferable for ordinary disinfecting purposes.
KOLLOX WINE.
(THE KOLLOX WINE CO., 69 AND 70, MARK-LANE, E.C.)
On analysis this wine yielded the following results:
alcohol, by weight 17’25 per cent., by volume 21’19 per cent.,
- equal to proof spirit 37’13 per cent. ; extractives, 7 27 per
.cent.; mineral matters, 0’19 per cent. It is stated that the
wine is prepared from selected port to which a specially
prepared fluid beef has been added, and a definite proportion
.of the principles of the kola nut. We were able to confirm
this statement in part since the alkaloid occurring in the
kola nut, caffeine, was successfully isolated and identified, 
but if fluid beef has been added the proportion contained in
the finished wine must be very small and of little value. We
found only ’0246 gramme of nitrogen in 100 c.c. of the wine.
By adopting the factor 6 25 as multiplicator this at most
represents only ’16 per cent. of meat derivatives. This fact
- detracts not a little from its claim as "a food tonic." The
wine is excellent to the taste and evidently prepared from a
good and sound port.
THROAT PASTILLES (MENTHOL CO.).
(GLAISYEB AND KEMP, 11 AND 12, NORTH-STREET, BRIGHTON).
These pastilles consist of a kind of jujube, each containing
menthol, 1 grain ; cocaine, grain; and red gum. They
dissolve slowly in the mouth and are not disagreeable to the
palate, a slight but quite distinct an&aelig;sthetic effect being
experienced in the throat soon after the pastille is dissolved.
We had no difficulty in isolating and recognising the con-
stituents indicated. These pastilles will afford a useful form
.of application in certain affections of the throat.
GREEK BRANDY.
(ACHAIA, DEUTSCHE ACTIENGESELLSCHAFT FUR WEIN PRODUCTION,
PATRAS, GREECE.)
The attention of the profession may be well directed to the
- fact that since the failure in the Cognac district some years
ago excellent grape spirit is being sent to this country
from other fields, notably Greece and Spain and the
colonies. Though these spirits are not produced in the
famous Cognac district, they should claim a decided pre-
ference over spirit that is derived from maize and other
cereals. The sample of Greek brandy submitted to us
possessed the distinctive fragrance of wine brandy, and was
smooth and mellow to the taste. With still longer keeping
it would doubtless further improve in these particulars. Our
.analysis furnished the following results : alcohol, by weight
40’80 per cent., by volume 48’21 per cent., equal to proof
spirit 84’49 per cent. ; extractives, 041 per cent. ; mineral
matter, 0’02 per cent. ; acidity, reckoned as acetic acid, 0’08
It is obviously a genuine grape-derived spirit, and it offers,
therefore, distinct advantages, especially for medicinal use.
Though somewhat dark in colour it does not contain an
excessive amount of extractive matters, while its alcoholic
strength is satisfactory.
New Inventions.
AXIS-TRACTION FORCEPS.
IN the following illustration is shown a simple device for
fixing the traction handle to the rods in the Simpson Axis-
traction forceps and at the same time looking the traction
rods. The figures (which explain themselves) show, in place of
the usual stud on each rod, half a stud on each rod, set upon
the adjacent edges in such a way that when approximated
they form one stud, which with the hole and slot in the
traction plate forms a joint on the well-known Pean principle.
The advantages claimed are :-1. Simplicity of mechanism,
giving (a) cleanliness and (b) a saving of time. 2. Rigidity,
the traction apparatus forming a triangle with force applied at
the apex instead of a polygon with force down two opposite
sides. 3. Uniform ease of adjustment for all sizes of head
and all grips, good and bad. The pair from which the illustra-
tion is taken was made at my suggestion by Messrs. Gardner
factorily, whilst I can apply and remove the traction handle
in half the time required for other methods. It costs no
and Son, of Edinburgh, and I find that it works very satis-
more than others.
Auckland, New Zealand. 
- 
F. M. PURCHAS.
THE ESMOND SADDLE.
NOTWITHSTANDING the padded and pneumatic saddles
which have been placed upon the market many riders still
prefer the ordinary leather peaked saddle, and, perhaps, if
properly moulded and adjusted, there is little to be
said against it. The Esmond saddle so far as the "seat-
ing" accommodation goes is
similar to the common form
of peaked saddle, but is
original in the manner in
which the seat is attached
to its supporting framework.
The construction is such that
the seat swings longitudin-
ally, and at the same time
there is a slight lateral move-
ment. Both these movements
are of importance-the first
in preventing shock when the wheels meet with any obstacle,
and the second in preventing friction between the saddle
and the thighs of the rider. Another advantage is that
as the rider practically becomes one with the saddle, the
latter moving with him, there is no danger of bruising the
perineum by jolting on to the peak of the saddle. Vibration
is also greatly reduced, and there is a sense of ease and
comfort in riding which does not pertain to the ordinary
saddle. The address of the Esmond Cycle Saddle Company
is Botolph House, Eastcheap, E.C.
"THE ALFORMANT."
THIS is an apparatus specially adapted for the easy pro-
duction of formaldehyde gas for the disinfection of the air
of apartments. It consists simply of a spirit lamp provided
